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Histology and ultrastructure of the transplanted kidney
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he causes of post-transplant graft loss are multifold and include chronic rejection, infection, drug toxicity and recurrence

of native renal disease such as diabetes. Changes in the glomerular compartment is one mechanism by which nephrons
dysfunction. Glomerular endothelial injury and the resulting reconstruction of basal lamina and mesangial expansion is
defined as chronic transplant glomerulopathy. Long standing diabetic nephropathy also affects glomeruli leading to similar light
microscopic and ultrastructural changes. Additionally, dysfunction of nephrons result from structural alterations to the tubules,
interstitium and blood vessels. We will discuss the histologic and ultrastructural renal alterations which accompany chronic renal
transplant disease.
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