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Quantitation of endogenous steroid hormones-What to do about the “accuracy problem”
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t a recent symposium on the subject of the analysis of estrogens this question was raised. “What can we do about the

frequent inaccuracy of existing estrogen assays?” This presentation will address that question. Why do we have inaccurate
assays and what, if anything, can we do about it. It will show that reliance on MS/MS is not supported by the biochemistry of
steroid synthesis and the nature of MS/MS. It explore the challenges of meeting the needs of the research community using
traditional diagnostic methodology. Finally a case will be made for the importance of chromatography because accuracy can
not be achieved without specificity.
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