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Typhlitis (old name): What to do?
Alaa Abduljabbar
King Faisal Specialist Hospital & Research Centre, Saudi Arabia

Neutropenic enterocolitis, also referred to as typhlitis, is a life-threatening gastrointestinal complication of chemotherapy, 
often associated with leukemia or lymphoma. Recently, a large number of reports have been published of individuals 

presenting with this syndrome after being treated with newer chemotherapeutic agents for solid tumors such as non-small 
cell lung, ovarian, and peritoneal cancer, as well as following autologous stem cell transplantation. Recent studies have also 
better characterized computed tomographic and ultrasonographic features of this entity that can help differentiate neutropenic 
enterocolitis from other gastrointestinal complications. Early diagnosis and implementing a therapeutic program may improve 
the outcome of these patients.
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