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Surgical considerations for esthetic implant restorations
Ahmad Kutkut
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Over the past two decades, esthetics has become an increasingly important consideration in implant dentistry. However, 
restorations supported by implants in the anterior maxilla are a major challenge because of patients’ esthetic demands 

and difficult pre-existing anatomy. The ultimate goal of a dental implant is to restore missing teeth by placing implants that are 
anatomically correct and esthetically pleasing in functional positions that ensure long-term durability. Essential prerequisites to 
an esthetically successful treatment are; thorough pre-surgical planning; surgical considerations, attention to site development, 
3D implant positioning, and soft tissue management; provisionalization stage, and prosthetic management. One of the most 
important considerations for pre-surgical planning is to be familiar with patient’s expectations. Site enhancement and alveolar 
ridge preservation following tooth extraction have a major impact on the hard and soft tissue volume prior to placement of 
the definitive prosthetic implant restoration. Smile line and gingival biotype play a major role in the final esthetic outcomes. 
Neighboring tooth position, number of missing teeth, provisionalization prosthesis (fixed or removable), shape and shade of 
adjacent dentition are factors that need to be considered for successful treatment planning. 

The aim of this presentation is to illustrate the surgical considerations for esthetic implant restorations especially in the 
anterior esthetic zenith.
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