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Introduction: Honey was widely used in folk medicine throughout the world. Honey has been used to treat a number of 
clinical conditions: Treatment of burns, wounds, peptic ulcers, gastritis, eye infection and sore throat. Honey has a well-
established usage as wound dressing in ancient and traditional medicine. Honey was found to be effective in the treatment of 
various wound infection due to its antibacterial and antifungal activity.

Method: Crude unprocessed 15 bee honey obtained from different localities in Sudan were tested against five standard bacterial 
strains; Bacillus subtilis, NCTC 8236; Staphylococcus aureus NCTC 6447, representing Gram-positive bacteria, and Escerichia 
coli, NCTC 8196; Klebsiella pneumonia NCTC9633; and Pseudomonas aeruginosa, NCTC 6750, representing Gram-negative 
bacteria. Ethyl acetate extract of the same samples and convention used antibiotics were subjected to antibacterial activity on 
the same batches of microorganisms.

Results: All honey samples exerted inhibitory effects on both Gram-positive and Gram-negative organisms as indicated 
by the growth inhibition zone. The five antibiotics tested were ampicillin, cephradine, chloramphenicol, gentamicin and 
oxytetracycline. The ethylacetate fraction exerted an inhibitory effect towards the test micro-organisms. On the other hand, 
the aqueous residue showed no activity. 
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