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Female genital mutilation: What do we know?

Elena Godoy-Molina
Hospital Regional Universitario de Mdlaga, Spain

Female genital mutilation (FGM) is traditional in multiple cultures. Migratory movements have turned Spain
into a destination for population groups where it is still in force. Malaga is the Andalusian province with
the highest prevalence of migrants from these regions (33.9% of the total number of migrants in Andalusia are
from these countries).

Our objective is to assess the level of knowledge about FGM of health/social work professionals in contact
with population at risk. We designed a cross-sectional descriptive study analyzing the results obtained in a
survey on basic aspects of FGM. The survey was answered by different professionals in the province who carry
out their care work in the framework of Pediatrics, gynaecology, family medicine or social work. So far 150
surveys have been analyzed. 98.6% (148/150) of those interviewed report knowing what FGM is, but only
52% (78/150) correctly recognize its definition. Nigeria is the country most frequently referred to as the place
where it is practiced (73.3%). Most of the interviewees (76.6%). No relationship was found between age, sex
or area of activity and knowledge regarding legislation or protocols. 6.6% of the interviewees indicated having
attended a case of FGM, being mostly gynecologists (33.3%). Those who had attended a case of FGM reported
greater knowledge about the existence of protocols (p=0.043) and having received information/training on
the subject (p=0.023) compared to those who had not attended. Practically all of the respondents referred to
being interested in this problem. We observe a significant lack of knowledge of FGM and how to approach it
in professionals in direct contact with the population at risk. Given that our province is an area with a high
prevalence of practicing groups, we consider that it is necessary to promote and improve the existing protocols
and training the professionals in this field.
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